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A short time ago we had a very interesting experience.  From a sister living in Pennsylvania we received a letter enclosing a two-page copy of an article written by Mr. David Horowitz.  The article was entitled WATCHTOWER FOUNDER HAILED ZIONISM—FOLLOWERS DO NOT.  This appeared as A World-Union Press Feature Exclusive in Los Angeles in The B'nai B’rith Messenger.  The address of Mr. Horowitz was given as The B’nai B’rith Messenger, 2510 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California, 90057.

As the subject matter of the article was of special interest to us as Bible Students, I wrote a letter to Mr. Horowitz asking permission to print the article and send it out to the names on our mailing list. My letter was dated Mar. 18, 1971 and I received an air mail reply from Mr. Horowitz.  His address was given as WORLD-UNION PRESS, Room 373, Press Section, UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.  Mr. Horowitz gave permission to reprint the article.

Along with his letter to me. Mr. Horowitz sent & copy of UNITED ISRAEL BULLETIN for March, 1971.  Starting on the front page of this BULLETIN was the same article, the heading of which was worded somewhat differently, as follows:  SAID HERZL WAS SENT BY GOD.  FOUNDER OF ANTI-ZIONIST ‘J—WITNESSES’ HAILED ZIONISM AS BEING BIBLICALLY PROPHETIC.  In the lower right hand corner was an excellent picture of Pastor Charles T. Russell, measuring four by five inches.  On page four of the BULLETIN was a picture of the Hippodrome incident of Oct. 9, 1910.  An account of this incident is found on Reprint page 4700 and also in the original Watch Tower of Oct. 15, 1910, opposite page 329.

On the same page four of the BULLETIN appeared a quotation from Volume III, THY KINGDOM COME, and was headed PASTOR RUSSELL’S “RESTORATION OF ISRAEL.”  The quotation measured five by six inches in three columns; and the starting of the quotation was from page 243 of Volume III, which is Study VIII entitled THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL.

I wrote a second letter to Mr. Horowitz asking if it would be possible to have 200 copies of the March, 1971 issue of UNITED ISRAEL BULLETIN to send out to our mailing list.  An airmail letter was received from Mr. Horowitz and he informed me that he planned to mail me at least 300 issues of the United Israel Bulletin, so I will have an ample supply to send out to our mailing list, and with a goodly number left over.
Along with my second letter to Mr. Horowitz I sent in an item entitled REGARDING FOUNDER OF “JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES.”  Mr. Horowitz informed me that he planned to print this item in the next issue of the United Israel Bulletin.  You will find this as page two of this item.

You may regard the March issue of the United Israel Bulletin as page three of this item, and I trust you will enjoy it to the full.


Regarding Founder of “Jehovah’s Witnesses”

The March, 1971 issue of United Israel Bulletin contained several interesting items regarding the late Pastor Russell, a firm believer in the prophecies concerning the restoration of Israel to their homeland.

It is a popular fallacy that Pastor Russell was the founder of “Jehovah’s Witnesses”, and no wonder for “Jehovah’s Witnesses” themselves so state.

The facts are these:  Pastor Russell was the founder of the business organization known as the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.  The Pastor himself died Oct. 31, 1916.  Shortly after that date Mr. Joseph Rutherford, known as “Judge” Rutherford became president of the organization, and he professed to have great admiration for Pastor Russell and indicated that he would carry on his work and teachings.

To the great sorrow and chagrin of many, the new president apparently changed his mind, for it was not long until many of Pastor Russell’s teachings were set aside, and new teachings of Judge Rutherford took their places.

It was a number of years after the Pastor’s death that the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” was adopted.  In view of this and the other facts related above, it should be evident to any reasoning mind that it is not correct to say that Pastor Russell was the founder of “Jehovah’s Witnesses.”   Pastor Russell was the founder of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, but surely not the founder of “Jehovah’s Witnesses.”

The Jews themselves are Jehovah’s Witnesses.  In due time, according to prophecy, Jerusalem will be the capital of the world and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and other “Ancient Worthies” will be resurrected and form the nucleus of God’s Kingdom on earth.  This was the understanding of Pastor Russell from his studies of the prophecies, and he so taught during his long ministry.
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Founder Of Anti-Zionist ‘J – Witnesses’ 
Hailed Zionism As Being Biblically Prophetic
By the Editor
	The world-wide movement known as “The Watchtower” or “Jehovah’s Witnesses,” which is anti-Zionist and at times appearing somewhat anti-Semitic, has betrayed the very founder of the fast-growing anti-Catholic, anti-UN, anti-nations organization, the renowned Pastor Russell, who had hailed Zionism as being prophetic and who  proclaimed Theodor Herzl as being a man “raised up by Providence as a leader for the Jewish people.”
	On September 20, 1900. a Jewish mass meeting committee,  composed of noted Jewish leaders invited Pastor C. T. Russell to address a New York Hippodrome rally on the topic   “Zionism In Prophecy”.  The letter opened with this statement:
	“Your sympathetic interest in the Jewish people for years past has not escaped our notice. Your denunciations of the atrocities perpetrated against our race in the name of Christianity have added to our conviction that you are a sincere friend.  Your discourse on ‘Jerusalem and Jewish hopes’ has struck a responsive chord in the hearts of many of our people. Still we doubted for a time if any Christian minister could really be interested in a Jew as a Jew and not merely from a hope of proselyting him …”
	Pastor Russell replied the very next day in the affirmative and accepted the date set for the address, October 9, 1910.
	It was a unique event at the Hippodrome which was jammed to the doors.  Pastor Russell started out by saying that prophecy is proving itself through the Jewish people by whom “the blessing will extend itself to every nation, people, kindred and tongue in full accord with the Divine promise and oath made to Abraham more than thirty centuries ago.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The present-day “Jehovah Witnesses”—nurtured solely on erroneous translations—have over-spiritualized everything biblical in the sense that the Jewish people are not the true “Israel” and that Zionism and the State of Israel, like the worldly UN and all governments, are satanic in origin. The “Jehovah Witnesses” themselves, the Watchtower claims, are the real heirs of the blessings attributed to Israel by all the prophets.
	Their founder, however, saw biblical prophecy in a realistic light. “Thirty years ago (1880),” he told the Hippodrome audience, “I attempted to tell Israel the good tidings that God’s set time to remember Zion had come. But that seemingly was too early… About twenty years ago (1890) Providence raised up a great leader, Dr. Herzl, whose name is now a household word with your race. While your people were unready for any message that I could give them,” he continued, “they were ready for what God sent them through Herzl—a message of hope, a message of national aspiration which quickened the pulse of your people into new hope respecting the future of the Jews.”
	Before an enthralled audience, Pastor Russell went on to say that “Dr. Herzl’s endeavor was to have all loyal sons of Israel rise from the dust and aspire to be a nation amongst nations and to provide a home for the persecuted of their race in Russia and Eastern Europe. Dr. Herzl,” he stressed “struck the popular chord in the hearts of the people.” He then predicted that “Zionism is about to take on fresh vigor; that its most prosperous days are yet to come…” But, “according to my understanding of the Hebrew prophets, the time of ‘Jacob’s trouble’ is not yet ended. Further pogroms of Russia may be expected, and further atrocities elsewhere…”
	The noted Bible scholar then said that “it is sad indeed to be obliged to admit that these tribulations will probably come to you from professed Christians. How ashamed I feel of those who thus dishonor the name and teachings of my Master, I cannot find words to express … They are deluded.”
[bookmark: _b270qml9c8nq]	Having set the keynote for the Watchtower in an enthusiastic Zionist speech delivered to Jews, little did Pastor Russell then realize that his successors in the next generation and to this date, would violate his teachings and thus dishonor his name and be among those “deluded.”

